
Online Activism
Tools for making change



Information Technology

• Information is important to any campaign

• The internet allows information to be communicated 
worldwide, almost instantaneously

• Online tools can multiply your activism by connecting 
you with other activists



Telling a story

• You are the producer of your 
own news outlet / tv channel / 
radio show

• You can make, publish and 
promote your own media

• And call people to action …

Activists live-blogging an Australian 
government Human Rights Act consultation



Inspiring action

• Social media lets you promote actions to your 
networks

• Passively – writing a status update / note, posting a 
link, writing a new blog post

• Actively – sending a message / invite, writing on a 
friends’ page

• Influence is greater on friends than strangers



Inspiring action

• Be ‘Outraged but hopeful’ when talking about human 
rights issues – people take action when there’s a chance 
it will make a difference!

• Encourage people to spread the word

• eg: http://apps.facebook.com/agentsofchange/
cambodia/thanks

• Encourage comments and reactions – Voice activism!

http://apps.facebook.com/agentsofchange/cambodia/thanks
http://apps.facebook.com/agentsofchange/cambodia/thanks
http://apps.facebook.com/agentsofchange/cambodia/thanks
http://apps.facebook.com/agentsofchange/cambodia/thanks


Inspiring action

• Direct people to take part in the Demand Dignity 
online actions too, through:

• demanddignity.org

• apyouth.net

• See other people around the world working together. 
They don’t have to be online either, send actions to 
APYN HQ and they’ll upload.



Collaborating

• APYN profiles & pages are central points for 
collaboration in social networking spaces

• Use these to let other ambassadors know what’s 
happening, promote your actions / events, discuss and 
plan your campaign

• Mention or link to Asia Pacific Youth Network to help 
others get involved



APYN’s Online presence



APYN’s Online presence
• Social Network Services

• Facebook

• Asia Pacific Youth Network page

• APYN local groups

• Twitter @APYouth

• YouTube.com/APYN2009

• Flickr.com/APYN

• Contact:  apyouthnet@gmail.com or apyouth on Skype
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Your online activist’s toolkit

• digiactive.org

• tacticaltech.org

• APYN 

• Facilitators

• Peers



Imagine what’s possible

• Video Publishing

• Blogs

• Photo’s

• Google Maps

• Micro-blogging (i.e. twitter)

• Social Networks

• Web applications (petitions, 
email-actions)

• There’s plenty of exciting new tools waiting to be used for good:

• Ideas?  How could you use these / other online tools in your campaign?



Imagine what’s possible
• Have an idea but want some help?  APYN can work 

with you to come up with an online action.



Discussion

• How can you use online tools in your campaign 
project?

• What part of online activism do you want to explore?


